Outdoor learning Experiences 
Find out all about what's in your soil.
Soil experiment
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(. Half fill & jar with soil
f%om a garden. Then fill
ihe jar nearly to the top

with water.

beetles

Cockroaches

- The best soil

Wasp 6,
~up with one thicker layer. ¢
This layer tells you what

- type of soil you have.

3. Leave the jar for an hour.
The mixture will settle into
layers according to the

weight of the soil particles.

and shake the jar for about
& Minute. You will have a
muddly, watery mixture.

5. You may see pieces of
rotting plants and little
bugs in the layers. Some of

. settle in roughly this order, these may float to the top.

is a rich, even

; .
mixture of - What's going on? ‘
e The soils settle into layers
and silt.

according to how heavy

. they are. If your soil has
even layers, it is described
as loamy. This is generalﬁ/

% the best kind, because it

4 has a bit of everything. :
& o ~+ Clay soil contains lots of ]
© nutrients, which plants ;
need to nourish their
Y00ts, but is not so good
for drainage. Sandy soil
drains very well, but has
the fewest nutrients. Silt *
. s finer and is in between
~ clay and sand, but is
 more like clay.

You will probably end up

¥
i

i

~





Watch this clip to help find out what type of soil you have.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=if29mjcd5bc 

Bug Watch 
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Soil may not look all that interesting, but
it’s teeming with life and is vital to the
growth of plants. Find out what’s living

under your feet and what your soil is
made up of in these muddy experiments.

Bug watch

It's easier if you make a hole
for the scissors with a
drawing pin first.

3. Leave it under a lamp jor
+wo hours. Some bugs in the
coil will burrow down and
cron into the bottom part.

1. Cut the top third off a large 2. Fill the top part with

plastic bottle. Take the lid off ~garden soil. Try to use soil
and put the top part upside with dead leaves on top, as
down inside the bottom part. it’s a good place to find bugs.

{

If no bugs : )
fall through, YWhat's going onz ‘
try using }
soil from The bugs burrow down to ‘

hide from the heat and light. f

another area.

What you find in the soil will |
depend on where you live, /
» where you get the soil from,

and the time of year.
Summer is probably the best

time. You may find small
varieties of bugs, beetles or |
worms in the bottle. The [
orange may attract bigger I{
creatures, such as woodlice,

slugs, snails and ants.
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5 Yeu could attract insects by
ith  scooping out half an orange.
Leave!it, upturned, o





Can you keep a record of all the bugs you find?

What can you find out about them?

What do they eat? 

How do they move?
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2019/04/minibeast-hunt/ 

I have attached lots of different template for you to use  or make your own.

Parts of an insect
Can you label the different parts of an insect or bug ?

 KS2 can you do this independently?  Can you identify any of these parts on a real bug or insect? 

KS1 with support can you match the labels to the correct parts? 

KS1 and Reception can you draw your bugs and insects you find?  Can you label any parts of them?

